
4 NEWS Roar of approval
SUNDAY TRIBUNE JUNE 27 2010

ATLANTA: Actor Wesley Snipes’s attorneys
are hoping his former financial adviser’s
arrest could pave the way for a new trial on
tax evasion charges that landed the star of
the Blade trilogy a three-year sentence.

The motion centres on the arrest of
Kenneth Starr, the one-time financial
adviser to Snipes and other celebrities. He
is accused of running a scheme that
defrauded investors of $59 million (R449m).
– Sapa-AP

BEVERLY HILLS: Adam Sandler, Bono and
James Gandolfini are among 135 people
invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences.

Also on the list are several Oscar winners
from this year, including Mo’Nique, Christoph
Waltz and Mark Boal.

The list also includes previous nominees
such as Carey Mulligan and Anna Kendrick.

They’ll all be honoured at a reception in
September. – Sapa-AP

BEVERLY HILLS: A Superior Court
judge says Lindsay Lohan must
answer more questions about an
incident that led to her arrest.

Judge Richard Stone ordered
Lohan to sit for a deposition in a
civil case filed by a woman who
was in a car pursued by Lohan.

Lohan’s attorney says she will
comply, but said the questions
were “overkill”. – Sapa-AP

WASHINGTON: Former US vice-president Dick
Cheney, who has a long history of heart problems,
remained in hospital yesterday after he checked in
with unspecified health complaints.

It was not immediately clear whether the latest
hospitalisation was related to his past heart troubles,
which saw the 69-year-old Republican hawk suffer
his fifth heart attack since 1978 in February.

Cheney has had a long list of health scares,
including undergoing quadruple bypass surgery and
two artery-clearing angioplasties. – Sapa-AFP

New trial for star Snipes? What’s the heart of the problem? Nothing like upward motion Arrested development

The Cassels family, Eric Sukude, Justin, Hayley and Jane Parker outside the Durban
High Court. Picture: SANDILE NDLOVU

Family of
slain man
sad at delay
Cassels killers to hear fate tomorrow
CHARMEL BOWMAN 
and BUHLE MBONAMBI

THE family of slain Durban
advertising executive
Richard Cassels were disap-
pointed by the delay in sen-

tencing the two men found guilty of
the murder on Friday.

Speaking outside the Durban High
Court on Friday, Cassels’s ex-wife,
Jane Parker, said sentencing would
have brought closure for their chil-
dren, who were battling to cope with
the loss of their father.

Judge Ron McLaren postponed sen-
tencing to tomorrow for personal med-
ical reasons.

Mpumelelo Shangase, 27, and Jab-
ulani Maphumulo, 28, were found
guilty of murder and housebreaking
with intent to rob on Thursday.

Cassels died of multiple stab
wounds to his chest on April 15, 2009.
The court heard how three men, two of
them armed, entered his Westville
home while Cassels and his two sons
were preparing dinner.

A pair of cufflinks, a watch, a small
gun, a cellphone and a flat-screen TV
were stolen from the house.

Police later found some of the

items in Shangase’s home.
Both suspects pleaded not guilty to

the charges.
The Cassels family – Hayley, 19,

Justin, 15, and adopted son Eric
Sukude, 20 – sat together in court,
flanked by friends lending support. 

Shangase’s mother and brother sat
in the back of the courtroom and
refused to speak to the media.

Mitigating factors included that
Shangase has a 10-month-old baby to
support and has a diploma in market-
ing management, which suggests a
better chance of rehabilitation. 

Maphumulo worked as a taxi
driver and supports three children.

Hayley broke down in tears when
the autopsy report was related in
court. “It is the first time she has
heard how badly her father was beaten
and stabbed. This trial has been very
hard on the family,” Parker said.

“We are disappointed that sentenc-
ing was postponed. We hope they get
the harshest sentence possible, even
though it won’t bring Richard back. It
was difficult for the children to sit a
few metres from the accused in court,”
said Parker.

charmel.bowman@inl.co.za
buhle.mbonambi@inl.co.za

Matric celebrations turned
into nightmare for couple
VIVIAN ATTWOOD

THE ATMOSPHERE between
two Durban families at opposite
sides of a court case involving
an attack during last year’s
matric rage celebration in Bal-
lito was tense this week as the
accused, Marshall Delport, 27,
appeared in the Stanger Magis-
trate’s Court. He is accused of
assault and assault with intent
to do grievous bodily harm.

The court heard testimony
from the two complainants,
Alexander Rodel, 21, and Keira
Loughrey, 19, about a fun 
night out that turned into a
nightmare. 

The couple had gone to Bal-
lito on the evening of December
2 to stay with friends in a hotel
and join in the merriment as
matrics toasted the end of their
school career, said Rodel.

“We settled in at our hotel
and then went to visit more
friends at another hotel,” he
said. 

“We took a People Mover bus
back to our hotel later, and
stopped outside a nightclub so
that my girlfriend could fetch

the hotel key from friends inside
the club. It was about 1am…
Walking towards the club is the
last thing I remember.”

Rodel later regained con-
sciousness at Alberlito Hospital
after an attack that left him with
multiple facial fractures. The
orbital bone surrounding his left
eye had been driven inwards
and required surgery.

Trauma
In court he explained that his

loss of memory regarding the
attack was related to the physi-
cal trauma he had sustained.
Doctors had said it was common
in such cases.

Taking the stand, Loughrey
described the attack in detail. 

She said she and Rodel were
about to walk the short distance
back to their hotel when they
were confronted by two men.

“They were verbally abusive,
especially the man with the
blonde hair,” she said, pointing
out Delport in the dock. “I had
no idea why he was accosting us
and asked him to leave us alone.
He refused… We tried again to
leave, and then he hit Alex with

a closed fist. Alex fell backwards
down an embankment and was
on all fours, disoriented. The
accused followed him and took a
running kick into Alex’s face. I
was hysterical, begging people
to help us. He carried on kicking
Alex in the facial area.”

The couple were rescued by
members of the Red Frogs, a vol-
unteer organisation that offers
support and assistance to those
attending the celebrations.

Rodel’s parents hired a pri-
vate detective, who was able to
trace the vehicle in which the
attacker had left the scene.

On the second day of the
trial, Monique Morton, a friend
of Loughrey’s, took the stand.
Morton was dating a friend of
the accused’s at the time of the
attack. She testified that Del-
port, unaware of any connection
between the two young women,
had bragged to a group of
friends about the assault. 

Later, Rorke Hamilton, a
friend of Delport’s since
childhood, corroborated her
statements.

The trial will resume on
September 28.

THE BEAST TO BE A
SPRINGBOK AGAIN
MATTHEW SAVIDES

“I DIDN’T sleep much last night,
thinking and imagining my next
game in the jersey. I can’t wait to
throw my weight around all out for
the Bokke.”

This was the reac-
tion of Tendai “The
Beast” Mtawarira on
social networking
site Twitter yester-
day, after he was told
that his application
for South African
citizenship had been
approved by the
Department of Home
Affairs.

Mtawarira, who is
based in Durban, had
been the subject of a
political wrangle as,
some argued, the fact
he didn’t have a
South African pass-
port meant that he
was not allowed to
play for the country.
But his passport is
now in the post and
he is free to resume
playing for the Springboks – which
he is likely to do during next
month’s Tri-Nations tournament
between South Africa, New Zealand
and Australia.

On Twitter – if you want to fol-
low him, his name is No1Beast –
Mtawarira said at about 6.30am
yesterday: “What a relief. My heart

pounded when I got the call yester-
day… Am touched by the support
from all. I can’t wait to wear the
green and gold.

“I even got a call from Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu to show 
his support. Wow. I really felt hon-

oured to speak to the
great man. I was so
inspired.”

Born in Zim-
babwe in 1985,
Mtawarira made his
debut for the Boks
against Wales on
June 14, 2008.

The following
week he scored a try
against Italy and was
named man of the
match.

His potential had
been recognised after
a stellar 2008 Super
14 season with the
Sharks. 

While he got lim-
ited game time, he
was later selected as
a reserve during the
Test against the Wal-
labies in Perth. He

had two long runs with the ball and
went on to be part of the starting
line-up in all the subsequent Tri-
Nations Tests.

One of the highlights of his
career to date was winning the
Man of the Match award in the first
Test against the British and Irish
Lions last year.

“
I even got a call
from Archbishop
Desmond Tutu to
show his support.
Wow. I really felt
honoured to
speak to the
great man.

Tendai Mtawarira

Tendai ‘The Beast’ Mtawarira is relieved and thrilled that his application for
South African citizenship has been approved.

Players unhappy with Jabulani

Durban punted as ideal
city to host Olympics
FROM PAGE1

Reddy said an international
broadcasting centre would also need
to be built to take up to 10 000 journal-
ists who cover the Games. 

The centrum site next to the Inter-
national Convention Centre could be
used for this, he suggested.

However, British investigative
journalist Andrew Jennings, who has
written extensively on corruption in
the IOC and Fifa, believes hosting the
Games would not be beneficial.

“Nobody can afford the Games.
The budgets are always pitched low
by local boosters, then soar,” he said.

The only way to make it sustain-
able, he said, was to hold the Games
in one place for a few decades, saving
on the building of new facilities.

“But if that happened, the IOC
would have no international clout
and their backsides would not be
kissed by monarchs, presidents and
prime ministers. And there would be
no kickbacks from the construction
industry,” he said.

But a South African bid looks
likely following comments by Presi-
dent Jacob Zuma this week that the
country had shown it was capable of
hosting big sporting events.

“We have the facilities. Those who
take decisions (about hosting major

sporting events) have seen how South
Africa is. I’m sure we could do it. I
will put it on the agenda because it is
important to bring people from all
over the world here. Sport is very
important to us.”

IOC president Jacques Rogge has
backed a potential African bid. “I’d
love to have a credible African candi-
date chosen for the next Games in
2020,” he said in a German radio
interview last week.

Perfect
Should the bid take place, Reddy

and veteran sports journalist Neal
Collins believe Durban is the firm
favourite to host the event.

“Durban is an ideal city to host the
Olympics. Apart from the location of
all the stadiums, just look at the
weather. The games take place at the
end of July and in early August – the
most beautiful time in Durban. The
weather is perfect at that time of
year,” said Reddy.

Collins said no other city had the
infrastructure already in place to
host the Games in such a small area.

Both believe that it is possible to
have the remaining infrastructure in
place by 2020, even though the city
will probably only know in 2013
whether it will host the Olympics.

matthew.savides@inl.co.za
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Said Johnson: “We’re sponsored by
Adidas, so we’ve had the ball all sea-
son and both our keepers – Mbongeni
Mzimela and Nicolas Gindre – com-
plained at training about the ball.

“I help with crosses and shooting
at training and you can’t help but
notice that the ball dips, ducks and
swings unexpectedly. It is just too
unpredictable.

“Getting your body and hands
behind the ball while maintaining
good balance are some of the funda-
mental skills of goalkeeping. With
the ball doing all sorts of funny
things, goalkeeping techniques are
being affected, therefore I’m asking
my keepers to make adjustments to
their stance to compensate for the
unpredictability of the Jabulani.

“Even our strikers are struggling

to control it. Both Ayanda Dlamini
and Brad Ritson have confessed that
they have been undone by the mis-
leading trajectory of the ball.

“The generally poor displays from
goalkeepers, players often sending
their free kicks sky-high into the
crowd and strikers’ gaffes in front of
goal are some of the tell-tale signs
that ball is affecting play.”

The Jabulani could create even
more problems in the knockout phase
which began yesterday, since games
could be decided by penalty shoot-
outs.

“Adidas has made the World Cup
ball since 1970 and is contracted until
2014. The company has defended the
Jabulani, saying it doesn’t know what
the fuss is about because all the teams
were given the ball before the tourna-
ment to test it.

SEE SHOOT ON SUNDAY


